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protection procedures have been properly implemented. Where 
applicable, the enclosure around your plant’s boiler(s) should be 
reinforced to prevent any damage from debris, downed power lines, 
ash, extreme temperatures, etc. With severe weather that brings high 
winds and flooding, the best practice is to house your boiler in a 
place that is less exposed to flooding or standing water. 

AA natural disaster can be anything from a hurricane, earthquake, 
blizzard, or even a wildfire. Different natural disasters require 
different procedures to ensure your plant is properly protected. Even 
though Emergency Preparedness Plans may look different from 
region to region, all exhaustive Emergency Preparedness Plans will 
include steps to safely and effectively manage your plant’s 
operations before, during, and after an emergency event. 

The most effective time to prepare for a natural disaster is before 
one occurs. When it comes to reducing plant downtime, having staff 
well-versed in your facility’s Natural Disaster Preparedness Plan is 
just as critical as the plan itself. Emotions can run high in times of 
crisis, and keeping a checklist of items that need to be addressed is 
highly effective in ensuring there are no oversights in your facility’s 
pre and post-emergency event procedures. 

AA Natural Disaster Preparedness Plan with a limited scope often 
overlooks smaller tasks like securing objects to minimize debris 
from high winds, and unplugging all non-essential electronic 
equipment to reduce the potential for power surges within a plant’s 
contingency uninterrupted power supply (UPS).

For critical equipment, it does not hurt to double check if 

WHEN THE STORM STRIKES, WILL YOU BE READY?

The underlying goal of a facility’s natural disaster plan is to bring the 
facility online as quickly as possible.  If your plant is in a region highly 
susceptible to seasonal events like hurricanes or wildfires, your 
Natural Disaster Preparedness Plan should include conversations 
with your steam power provider to build an emergency rental package 
before storm season begins.

IfIf you purchased your equipment from a single-source steam/hot 
water provider like Indeck, they will have a detailed history of your 
plant’s equipment. From this information, they will be able to build out 
a flexible emergency rental package that is easily amended to match 
the exact steam/hot water deficit caused by the storm. 
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Comprehensive Natural Disaster Preparedness Plans will typically 
have a predesignated area for emergency power equipment. This 
area is usually the on-site location least susceptible to structural 
damage, weathering/erosion, standing water, etc. Additionally, if 
high winds have created debris or ash, this location is easily cleared 
out in time for equipment arrival. 

As a single-souAs a single-source steam power provider, Indeck provides its clients 
with a contingency planning quotation that includes a forecast of 
installation and utility requirements, which allows our clients to 
proactively prepare their site. With this resource forecast, Indeck’s 
clients can account for the required tie-ins, so the emergency boiler 
installation and start-up process runs as quickly and smoothly as 
possible.

Prior to a temporary boiler arriving on site, certain steps need to be 
taken to ensure the plant can safely host the temporary boiler. 
Trailer-mounted and skid-mounted boilers need to sit on a clear, 
level area that has not been structurally compromised from 
flooding, ash, debris, etc. The designated on-site location must also 
be structured to meet safety and ventilation requirements of the 
region/country.

With designated service technicians for each of our clients’ 
accounts, Indeck can seamlessly adjust service start times based 
around our clients’ schedules; if the storm forecast changes, and 
equipment delivery needs to be pushed forward or backwards, our 
Emergency Service Department can accommodate these changes 
without creating any scheduling conflicts.

WHEN THE STORM STRIKES, WILL YOU BE READY?

Depending on the nature of the natural disaster, your facility may be 
performing on-site generation anywhere from a few days to upwards of 
a month. In the wake of a natural disaster, geographic areas are still 
highly susceptible to the elements –leaving the region’s buildings and 
infrastructure exposed when they are most vulnerable.
 
EaEarthquakes bring with them the potential for aftershocks; fires can 
cause ash to linger in the air for weeks, and after a hurricane, severe 
storms and flooding are almost an inevitability. During this time, it is 
critical that regular audits are performed to ensure your temporary 
boiler is operating to your facility’s needs, and your site’s permanent 
boiler(s) recovery is on track.

TRAILER-MOUNTED WATERTUBE BOILERS

INSIDE A TEMPORARY BOILER ENCLOSURE
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Like the start-up of your emergency temporary equipment, ensuring 
your permanent boiler(s) can be turned on safely is key. If your 
steam power equipment is housed inside a thermal plant, make 
sure the foundation nor any of the boiler settings have been 
compromised from water or debris.
  
If there is risk that If there is risk that your boiler was exposed or submerged in water, 
the boiler casing should be removed, cleaned and thoroughly dried. 
If, during casing removal, compromised insulation is found, it 
should be replaced. A thorough check and cleaning of your boiler’s 
internal components for water damage or sediment/dust/ash 
should be conducted as well. All fixed components should be 
confirmed to be level. 
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